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_ May it nk 7 your Grace, 


; ZTAT T take the boldneſs to evich- thes 
. \-mean Diſcourſe to ſo Great. a Name, is 
fot only becaiſe of the near Relation Your 
| Grate bears-to the Subjeft,* but: the early Proofs 
| You \ have.'given-'of fleermg” the” whule cotyſe of 
|. Your Life by His correfF jo almofs perfeft' Ex. 
| ample. Your Grace is arrivd to that pitch of 
| Honour, next Royal, the higheſt ; bleſt with a 
| large and Princely Fortin 5 and You cannot but 
| think that the Eyes of all Men are turn'd upon You, 
| how You ll-comport Your. ſelf under ſuch obliging 
| and glorious ' Circumſtances. May Your Grace 
give me leave to. lay before You what all Your 
, Friends and atl good" Men expect from an Heir 
of the B Bedford. Family, That You Þ make it 
Your chief Study to promote the Glory of God, 
fo whoſe bountiful Goodneſs You are indebted for 


fo. many great and uncommon Bleſſings, i = | 
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The Deaication. 


Authority and Example cruſhing Profaneneſs Se 


Pice, and maintaining. the true Religion and Vir- 


tue ; that You'll be a faithful Supporter of the: 


Monarchy, a true Friend to Your Country, a li- 
beral Patron and Benefa&tor to. the Charch, a 


great Encourager of Learning, and an invincible: 


Champion of the Proteſtant Religion. There's 
not the leaſt reaſon to doubt, but that Your Grace 
will fully anſwer and make good theſe ExpeFta- 
tions, and by Your own Perſonal Worth and. Me» 
rit add Luſtre to that of Your noble Anceſtors. 
But my hearty Prayers for your Grace carry me 
a few ſteps higher, May Your Grace 'out-live 
the Years of our Grandfather, and, if 'it be 
_ poſſible, out-ſhine his Virtues. _ | 


- 


Your Grace's 


Moſt humble and 
moſt Eirkful Servant, | 


} 


Sa. Freeman. 
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1 COR. IX. 2c: 
Now they ao 1t to obtain a corruptible 
Crown, but we an mcorreptible. 


PIE 


AT. Paul in his Epiſtles often repreſents 
the Duty and Reward of a ſincere Chri- 


— {tian by the Olympick- Games and Ex- 
erciſes, ſo. famous amongſt the Grecians : In 
this Chapter he compares his Duty to two of 
' them, Fighting and Running ; and expreſſes his 
Reward by a Crown, (but one far more excel- 
teat, than what was there contended for. They 
do it to obtain a corruptible Crown, but we an 
incorruptible. 

For the more uſctul underſtanding of the 
Words, 1 ſhall give an account of theſe Par- 
ticulars. 

I.. Why the future ſtate of Happineſs is 
call'd a Crown. | hoy 

Il. Why an incorruptible Crown. 

III. The Certainty of che thing, that there 
is ſuch a Crown to be had. 

IV. What is to be done, in order to the ob- 
taining of it. B I. Why 
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I. Why the future ſtate of Happineſs is 
call d a Crown. As] T{}7) y 

1. To denote the Honour and Dignity of 
it, 'A, Crown is the Emblem:.oÞ Majeſty, and 
ſhews, that, Princely State, and Grandeur to 
which all Believers are advanc'd infChriſt; He 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts, ſaith St. John, 
unto God and his Father: And to encourage ug 
to:continue faithful tothe Death, owningand 
defending theDo&trine ofthe Goſpel, in ſpight 
of. all the evils that may:happeri'to the Body, 
St: Paul tells: us in this Epitle Tf we ſuffer 
with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign with him. And 
ſaith-our Saviour to his ' Diſciples, 'T appoint u= 
te: you a Kingdom; as my' Father *hath appointed 
unto me. | To the ſame purpoſe the Saints in 
Glory are deſcrib'd in the Revelations,” .as /it- 
ting about - the Throne of Chrift> 'cloath'd'in' white 
Rament; and have on their” Hedds Crowns of 
Gold. Aro, 


 437T, 6 'dinote theFultiefs of it. A Crown 


is the Emblem of Plenty , there is ſomethin 
on every ſide-of it: In thy preſerte is the fulneſf 
of Joy, fays the Philmiſt ; Joys fo great, thar 


no Heart can defireniore; fo large, as to fill 
.aW-our Capacities ;-'ſo-piite,” as-nor tochave 


the 
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the leaſt mixture: of Sorrow; ſo: conſtanr, as 
to admit of 'no- abatements or intermiltions : 
We ſhall always:be defiring, and always be 
fatisfied 3 and when we have enjoy 'd the moft, 
we ſhall neyer be cloy'd. nor wearied wxlum. 
We' ſhall fee God; that lis: enjoy” him 'and is 
there nor enough in' the infinice:God, atone 

| ro ſatishe* and delight all the Faculties of our 
Souls? Our exalted Underſtandings will theh 
be entertain'd with: the clear Knowledgt of 
God, his Nature and his Works, ' and- all the 
wiſe Deſigns of ' his Grace and Providefice ; 
and this Knowledge will-have-that influence 
on our Souls,: as' to beget in us a Divine 
Nature, and  parraking -of the Nature of 
God, we {hall,_ according to our Capacities, 
partake of his Happineſs too; for certainly 
thoſe Perfections will make Men happy, that 
make God himſelf co' be: ſo. | 

II. Why an incorruptible Crown. 

1. To denote its perfect freedom from the 
| leaſt mixture of Sin and Mifery. Ie-is the 
enjoyment: of God in purity; an Hberitance x Per; r; 
undefiled z there are: no flaws nor ſpots in the 3: 4 
Jewels that adornthis Crown. St. John deſcribing | 
the new Jernſalem,'tells us, there ſhall be no more Rev. 22; | 

24 B 2 curſe, 3 
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curſe, and there ſhall be no more night there. 
Nothing bur eternal Day, without Cloud or 
Night ;- nothing bur an uninterrupted Calm, 
without Storm or Thunder ; there ſhall be 
no Evils from without, no Impurities from 
within to diſturb our. Peace ;\ a ſtate of Ha 
pineſs, that ſhall never be fſullied with Sin, 
nor ruffled with Sorrow'; there ſhall be no 
Hunger, or Thirſt, or Pain, or Sickneſs to 
rack the Body ; no irregularities of Appetite, 
no exttavagatice of Paſſion to diſcompoſe the 
Mind; no Folly nor 'Guilt to affright and 
terrifke the Conſcience. Holy Souls ſhall 
immediately afrer Death be tranflated-into-a 
Nate of perfeRPurity and Peace,and being freed 
from $12, : ſhall beexempted from: all che bit: 
ter Effects.iof -it, from- all that dread and 
MAE thac-ſhame and remorſe of Conſci- 
ence that ſo ofcens! interpos'd between them 
and Happineſs. Now, Oh bleſſed Day, when 
I ſhall Ye. down in. Peace, and Sin. and Sor- 
row:{hall be no more! :;:7 
- +.12-::And-more eſpecially; to denote its end: 
- leſnels -and perpetuity. In all thoſe famous 
Games, of . Greece, the Reward propos dro 
+» .... the Cenqueror,.. was only, the Leafs of ſome 
\. : Plane, 
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Plant, or Bows of ſome Tree , which is there- - : 
fore call'd by Lacian, qz2auGs wpar®., a leafy 
'Crown;* and for its withering 'decaying Na- 

ture, in the Text! 'par0: pIrpats, 2 corrup- 

tible Crown: In oppoſition to which, the 
Happineſs of Heaven, the Reward of Chri- 

"ſtian Conquerors, is ftild, in reſpe& of 

its durable and everlaſting Nature, 5pa»O- 
appro, an incorruptible Crown'; and by 

Sr, Peter, <1gieavrO-, the not fading Crown, , p,, , 
the not withering Inheritance. Ir's a ſtate of 8. 

Glory and: Immortality, not to be invaded 

by Death, neither can Violence put an end 

to 'ir..-Our Saviour therefore calls his Doctrine 

the meat which endures unto-eternal Life ; and tells : 
us, that they that believe in him ſhall have ever- of 
laſting Life, ſhall never die, never ſee death; 
nay, that they cannot die any -more, for they 
are equal unto the Argels. Now what a 
mighty addition' muſt this make to the Joys 
_ of the bleſſed, thar they are ſuch as ſhall 
never -expire, but indure as long as God : 
himſelf, and are as endleſs as Eternity ? q 
And indeed Eternity is ſuch a material Cir- | 
cumſtance in the Happineſs of Heaven, that j 
ir would be ſcarce Happineſs without it, = 
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the-very Hors chac our happy ſtare would 
have an end,. tho; ir were. many thouſands of 
years. after, that, the: time wauld ;come: when 
we ſhould _be*again. in,the fame precarious, 
unceriain and uneafie, Condition we are now 
in; (the World, .it may, be, :bearjng hard up- 
on-us z. to be (ure, affording us,no ſazisfati- 
on, .it being fo diſproportionable to the. Ca- 
pacities and. Deſires of,,our Souls ;) _ ſuch 
thoughts would fo difturb our Minds, damp 
:qur, Joys, -and imbicrer, our preſent Pleaſures, 
that our Happineſs would be very imperfeR, 
if any ar all : But the conſideration that it is 
an eternal,; as well as an exceeding weight of 
'Glory,. is that, which baniſhes all fears and 
troubles:from our Minds, | crowns our Joys, 
and preſerves them to-us in their full vigour 
and perfection. 
1It...1 amo ſhew the certainty of the ching, 
that there.is ſuch « Crown tobe had. 
And here we haye as great a proof of it, 
as any. reaſonable Man can deſire. .., 
Otherwiſe the wiſeſt; part of Mankind in, alt 
Ages of. the World have been cheated. and a- 
buſed and mad, when they beliey'd.this, made 
Laws, admingſtred Juftige, and. goyern'd the 
World accordingly. Other- 
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- tac we.may' not cruftche Feſtinio- 


niczef our Conſciences;cand aur:own:; Heats, : 


when -upon a due ftanind that we hw 


liv'd well and done worthily .are erected. 


with Hope and:kindly warm d with Peace And 


Joy, pur tricks upon us, and fi! ns with falſe 
| Jo ys, when there is no fach ching to be had. 


Nh: Pome" God himſelf. who, 'as the Apo 
file ſpeaks; cannot-lie, mult be ſupposd to. have: 
horn witneſs to a falſhood ; - when at ſundry 
runes and in divers mmccraiery he has aſcertain'd 
this thing to the Waxld. 


Otherwiſe the Teſtimony of one who.came 


Foes the dead, even our bleſſed: Lord and' 


Saviour, who hack brought Life- and Immorta- 


lity to light, is not to be credited, 
; Otherwiſe the Word of God, the Blood 


of Martyrs, the Profeflion of the Church, and 


the Belief of the World, muſt not paſs for 
is re 

. We -believe- many other things of far leſs 
importance than. this, upon half 'the proof 
this hath receiv d. This has all the Evidence 
the nature of the thing is capable of; it can- 
not be ſeen indeed, becauſe it is' fucure £ but 
Bleſſed are they, ſays our Saviour, who haye not 


;ſeen and yet have beliey d. In 


'T it, :1. 


John 20, 
29. 
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tn ſum, they that are not *convinc'd by 


theſe Arguments are obſtinate and contuma- 


cious, and God has provided no remedy for 
ſuch Perſons. 


IV... What's to be done in order to the ob»: 


taining of it: viz; | 


We muſt fight for ie, win it and wear it. 


We: read in the former part of the verſe, that 


every man. that ſtrives for the. Maſtery is tempe» 


rate in all things; - ſnegmvemeu mie, that 1s; 
mevie, & xegm tya«, he has all things under 
command, himſelf, his Luſts and Appertites, 
ſo as to. be able to abſtain from every thing 
that may be- prejudicial to his undertaking, 
and to do every thing that may promote it. 
In particular, he was to fly thoſe carnal. Luſts. 
that might impair the: Strength _and hinder 
the Agility' of his Body ; he was to- tie him- 
ſelf ro ſuch Diet as was molt conducive to in- 


vigorate his Spirits, and to heighten his Cou-. 
rage ;' and he was often to practiſe and exer- 


cile beforehand, /that he. might be the more 
dextrous and skilful in managing the Com- 
bat. Afeer this manner the Fighters and Runs. 


ers in the Olympick Games were to prepare: 
_ themſelves for the encounter; and 10\.mufÞ 


every 
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, Funeral Sermon. © 9” 
every Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt do, he muſt 
uſe all the ways and means that. are com- 
manded, that are proper and fit, that may 
be ſerviceable and of advanrage to him to 
foil the Adverlary, and ſecure the day. 
But not to follow the Metaphor farther, 
I ſhall treat the Subject more largely with re- 
lation to the Chriſtian Combatant, both 
ſhewing you what the Enemies are. he muſt 
ſtrive. with. for the' Maſtery, and what Courſe 
is. to be taken to vanquiſh and ſabdue 
them. 
Now his Enemies are thoſe which under 
the Banner of our Lord Jeſus he entred. the 
Lifts againſt in his Baptiſm ; vix; the Fleſh, the 
World, and the Devil. | 
- (1.) The Fleſh. Corrupt Nature, that's 
always exciting and puſhing us forward to 
evil. ,4 man is then tempted, lays St. James, Ch. 1. 4 
"I drawn away of his own luſt and enti= 
ced. "I need not ſtMd to prove what every 
man's Experience convinces him of, the great 
Corruption and Degeneracy of Human Na« 


LEES 


ture. Lo, this only have 1 found, ſays the Ec. 7. 


Wiſe-man, that God made man upright, but they *+ 


have ſought out many inventions. And as theſe 
C corrupt 
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Tir Dils of Bedfords 


| corrupt inclinations and evil propenfions.'of- 


Soul are deriv'd into us from our firſt Parents, 


who not only fell themſelves, but drew rhe- 
whole Race of Mankind after them, ſo do. 
they mightily grow, and are wonderfully. 
firengthned in us by our firſt/Cuſtoms and. 
Manners in the World, we firſt live a Life of 
Senſe, and judge of things by their pleaſant-- 
neſs and gratefulneſs to our bodily Appetites ;. 


its a long time before we arrive to any. con-. 


fiderable ufe of our Reaſon, and longer till 


before we attain to any meaſure of Faith, ſo. 


p/ 


thac the Luſts and Appetites of the Fleſh ger 
ſuch an head ar the beginning, that it's yery 


hard to hold them in afterwards, very hard. 


to deny our felves any thing they have been 
accuſtomed to, very hard to ſtarve an hun- 

ry Luſt, to. muzzle a keen Deſire, and to 
refiſt thoſe Temptations that have formerly 


_ "2dminiſtred Pleaſure and,Delight ro us. Hence 


we ſee the neceffity of a vittuous and religi- 


'ous Education, to begin betimes to turn the 


ftream of our ſenſual Inclirtations, 'to 'ſer che 
byaſs of our AﬀeCtions right, before they 
have run us too far out of the right way, 'or 
ſunk us fo deep into a bruitiſh Nature, that 
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there's no hopes to get out of the Mire ; 
therefore Solomon adviſes with great reaſon, Eccl. 12, 
Train up a Child in the way that he ſhould go, © 
.and when he is old he will not depart from it ; 

.and again, Remeber thy Creator in. the days of 

thy Youth. Both confirm'd by St. Pauls Ex- 2 Tim, 


hortation, Flee youthful Luſts. "1 24 2K. 


(2.) A ſecond Adverlary is the World 
and that hath ewo dangerous Weapons where- 
'with to aflault us, Proſperity and Adverſuty, the 
'good things and the evil things of it. 
 . The good things of it. So greata confidence 
had the Devil in this Weapon, that with it he 
adventur'd to charge Chrilt himſelf : The Dez ,,.. 
vil took him up into an exceeding high Mountain, 8, g. ” 
and ſhew'd him all the Kingdoms of the World,and. 
'the glory of them, and ſaid, all theſe will I give 
thee, 4d thou wilt fall down and worſhip me z and 
indeed the Devil-had then by God's permiſſion 
the greateſt ſhare of the Kingdoms of the 
World, - moſt of them being Idolaters, and 
Worſhippers of him and wicked Spirits. The 
Devil thought it was impoſſible tor our Sa- 
viour to withſtand ſuch an offer as this, im- 
poſlible for fuch a Proſpect not to make an 


impreſſion on his Mind, not to ſtir a cove- 
C 2 - tous 
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rous or an_ambitious Deſire. But tho' our 
Saviour knew too well the value of the World, 
and the power the Devil had over 'it (both 
being none at all) to be catcht by this Bair, 
yet how many others hath it beguil'd and led 
captive! How ſmall a matter of. Gain will 
betray moſt men into all the fins of Lying, 
Fraud and- Injuſtice! How many have re- 
nouncd the true Religion and the right Wor- 
ſhip of God for their worldly Intereſts ! Was 
it not this that hach ſo much corrupted our 
holy Religion, and ro this day makes ſo ma- 
ny Champions appear in the defence of thoſe 


 Corruptions? Is it not this, the Glory of 
'this'World, that is the cauſe of all the grear 


Commortions on the Earth, with all thoſe Ar- 
mies of Iniquities that arrend upon them ? 

-* The evil things of the World, And indeed 
the Trials.are fevere which this Temptation 
docs preſent, whether it ſollicits by inflicting 
Lofles on their Eſtates, or Slander on their 
Names, or Torment on their Bodies, whe- 
cher it be Banithment'or Impriſonnient, loſs 
of Liberty in their own, © or Exile into a 
ſtrange Country. The Primitive Chriftians 
for 300 years together -were 'exercifed with 
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all theſe, when they had no other choice, bue 
either to deliyer up their Bibles'or their Lives, 
ro recant or burn, 'to ſacrifice to Idols or to 
be made a Sacrifice themſelves'; and this was 
ſo pinching a Trial, that altho' millions were 
enabled by the extraordinary Grace of God 


to triumph over it, yet ſome there were that” 


ſhrunk back and fainted under it , this made 
the Traditores, the Lapfi, the Thurificati, and 
the Libellatici to be ſo numerous. But thanks 
be to God, 'tis. not now Death'to be a Chri- 
ſtian ; for, alas! ſhould God ſuffer us to be 
rempred at this rate, it were, a great doubt 
whether he would find Faith on Earth. - Are 
they likely to ſacrifice a Life to their Religi- 
on, who are not content to ſacrifice a little 
Intereſt or Pleaſure to it ? Are they likely to 
reſiſt unto Blood fighting againſt Sin, ' who 
will nor reſiſt to Tears or ſober Counſels ? 
Good God! what Religion would'moſt men 
be of, ſhould he ſuffer a Dioclefian to prevail 
againſt us, and come to. 'tempr us: with the 
fiery Trial, Martyrs as we are to nothing but 

our Paſſions and our Lufts. : 
(3.) Another Adverſary is the Devil, Pla- 
tarch tells us, that it was one of their" moſt 
ancient 


-ancient Traditions, .that: there were Legions 
of wicked and,malignanc. Spirits that envyed 


4 » CY o _— 


good Men: and oppos'd thtir. Actions, leſt 


: 


continuing ſtedfaſt and-firm in a-good Courſe, 

they ſhould after death .be more happy than 
themſelyes;; 2 Character that agrees yery well 

with the account the Divine;Oracles give of 

them. The Devil is; emphatically call'd the 

Mat 4.5. Tempter, as if this was his chief and only bu- 
| ſineſs.. . Thus-he.cempted our firſt Parents te. 
cat of chat Tree. God had forbidden them; 

and David vam-glorioully to number the 

People which God .had committed to his 

Mat 4.3. Charge3' .thus he:cempted our Saviour, bur 
invain; and'thus he tempts the Sons of Men, 

* and too often ſucceeds in his Temptations ,a- 

. x Per. 5. gainlt them..  .ZHe yoes about, ſays St. Peter, 
=p like 4 roarmg Lion, ſeeking whom be may devour ; 
which is no. otherwiſe to be done.than by 
rempting them into Sin and Folly. And upon 

the account of the *Femprations he ſuggelts, 
wicked Men.in Scripture are ſtil'd the Children 

of the. Devil, and. their works:the works of the 

Devil. We read alſo of the Devices of Satan, 

of the 'Snare of the Devil, of the fiery Darts of 

. the wicked one: By, all which. it appears, how 


-potent 
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Dotent and fubtle an Adverfary'we have to 
deal with,” He is an' inviſible one indeed, bur 
not the leſs robe tear'd for that nay, 'tis 


this that renders him more capable of ſuc- 


means he entertatins-a nearer and mod ſecret 


tions with the moſt likelifiood of faccels. . 


our ground againſt them. 


to deceive; and behold the Glory and Beauty 


ceeding in his attempts upon us; by this 


intercourſe with the Spirits of Men, becomes. 
more .calily acquainted with their Tempers- 
-and Conſtitutions, their Fears and Seruples, 
their Difpoſttions and Inclinations, and ac- 
cordingly ſuits kis Bats, and frts his Tempta-- 


Theſe are the Adverſaries-we are to com-- 
bat with, ſubtle and powerful, but not in-- 
vincible ; yet ſhall we ſtand inneed of allthe- 


Force we have or can procure to make Py ; 


x. Let ustherefore in: the firſt placeawaken: 
our Reaſon, and ſummon all the Faculties- 
and Powers of our Souls to this Battel. God- 
hach given Man an underſtanding. Power to- 
diſcern .betwixt good and evil, whereby he 
may diſcover the Horror of evil, altho' co»: 
lour'd over and dreft with the beſt advantages: 


of that which is good, altho difcolourd and- 
detac'd.. 
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defac'd with: the orimeſt and moſt diſcourag- 
ing circumſtances :* He hath given him-Rea- 
ſon, which Solomon calls the candle of the Lord, 
by the Light whereof he may ſee to eſchew 
evil altho' it flatters the Senſe, -and to. cloſe. 
with'thac which is good, alho' it diftaſtes it, 
'As other Creatures are ſo fram'd,, that with- 
out any. Guide or Leader, hour any Con- 
fideration or working of he Mind, they turn 
from.,that which:is -hurtful, and. chuſe, thar 
which is agreeable. to their Nature; fo this 
Light, his Power is ſer up in Man, which 
-by Diſcourſe and comparing one thing with 
another, , the Beginning with the End, Shews 
— with Realities, Pr Promiſes with bitter Ef. 

fetts, may ſhew him a way to attain the good, 
and' clcape the evil. And as God hath given 
him a, Faculty to diſcern and judge, ſo like- 
wiſe a Power to chule or refuſe according, to 
that Judgment; he hath made him Lord 
and Judge of his own Actions, given him 
thac Power and Freedom which does as it were 
hold the Scale, and weigh and poiſe both 
good and evil , he hath left ir to himſelf to 
couch or ſtrike which Scale he pleaſes, that 
cigher good ſhall outweigh evil, orcyil good, 


for 
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for Man is not good or evil by neceſſity or 
chance, bur by his own Will and Choice ,. 7 Deut. 30; 
have ſet before thee life and death, good and evil, 7 
therefore chuſe life. Let us therefore uſe the 

moſt diligent Obſervation, conſult the beſt 
Advice, employ all our Faculties of Reaſon, 

Senſe and Memory, let us induſtriouſly con- 

ſider the intrinſick Nature of things, their 
ſpecial Properties and Powers, their neceſſa- 

ry Effects and probable Conſequences, that 

we may attain to a right apprehenſion of them, 

and chule and act accordingly: And that thus 

being clad in the Armour of natural Light, 
prepard and well-appointed with. a right 
Judgment and firm. reſolution of Mind, we | 
may not preſently yield to the ſhock of our 
Adverſaries, and remain at leaſt not conquer d 

by their furious Aſlaults. | 

2. But is the Combat unequal ? the Ene- 

mies too many, ſubtle and powerful for our 
broken and decay d Nature? Let us humbly 

and devourtly call in the afliftance of God's 

Grace and Spirit, which we may have for 
asking, and with which we are ſure. to conquer 

when we have it, 45k and ye ſhall have, ſeek and Luk. 1: 
Je [hall find, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto % 


You. ; | 
D Ours 
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1 -* Ours is a confederate War, Heaven is on 
our ſide-and eſpouſes our Cauſe ; what tho' 
the Inclinations toevil within us are ſtrong, the 
Temprations to evil without us innumerable, 
the Devil ever waking and intriguing, laying 
his Snares and Stratagems for our Ruin , let's 
look up to Heaven, and comfort our ſelves 
as Eliſha did his Servant, when he ſaw, and 
was diſcomfited at the ſight, the City encom- 
paſt with Chariots and Horſes of Fire. Fear 
not, oh my Soul, they that are with us, are more 
than they that are againſt us, or in the Words 
1 John 4-of St. John, Greater is he that is in you, than he 
-4e that -is in the World, That Almighty Spirit of 
love which hover'd over the dark Chaos of the 
World, and brought into being the goodly 
frame of Heaven and Earth, pervades the 
whole World, at leaſt of Chriſtian Profeſſors, 

and is'not wanting to any Man that's willin 
to have his broken Nature repair'd, and the 
Divine Image rais'd up inhim; that moſt kind 
and benign Spirit, whole delight iswithrhe Sons 
.of Men,ſtands always ready to aſfliſt the pene- 
_fous Attempts of all -fincere Perſons ; , is 
daily inſtnuaring holy Thoughts and Motions 
into our Hearts, adding more Light and Rea- 
:fon to our Underſtanding, and more Power 
_ and 
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and Liberty to our Wills; and now having 
receiv d freſh ſupplies of Strength, being ani-, 
mated by Divine Grace, and ſeconded by. ſo; 
powerful an Ally, we may promiſe our ſelves 
a ſure Victory, an happy end of this ſmart; 
and tedious War, and the utter'and final Q-. 
yerthrow of our Adverſaries. | '- ! 

3. But ſhould our Hearts at any time be- 
gin to faint, our Endeavours to tire, our Spis 
rits to droop; let's draw new Life and Gon- 


rage from the gloriqus Crown that's prepar'd, . 
for the Conqueror. Shall we think any work-- 


hard, whereof Heaven is the Wages? Can we 
be weary of well-doing, when Life and Glo- 
7 are the Reward 2 What tho our Way lies 
thro a barren Wilderneſs, where neither Fruit 
nor Flower grows, {ince it leads to the pro- 
miſled Land that flows with Milk and Ho- 
ney? What tho' our Voyage be thro a rocky 
and cempeſtuous Sea, ſince tis to the Indies of 
Happineſs? andthe more violently che Winds 
blow and the Waves rage, the ſooner are 
they likely to wafe us thither. Can it be 
in the power of all the little Gaieties of 
this Life, to charm and captivate my Mind 
in the preſence of thoſe tranſcendent Glories. 
that are above 2 Will not the Stars diſappear 

"an | when: 
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when the Sun is riſen? Can I upon due 

thinking and conſideration, prefer a Cottage 

before a Kingdom, a Feather before a Crown, 

Vapour and Smoak before folid and ſubſtan. 

ſtial Happineſs, ſacrifice my Life and Health 

and Peace, nay, venture my Soul, and'run 

the hazard of being damn'd, for ſtraws and 

trifles? Cicero tells us in his Somnio Sciptonts, 

That as Scipio was going up to Heaven, the 

Ut me Whole Earth-ſeem'd ſo little to him, that he was 

noſtriin- afham'd of his Vitories and Triumphs, amazed 

—_—-”” at his own folly and madneſs in fighting for 

Kimgdoms, which then ſcarce appear d; and he 

could not but look: down- with Contempt upon all 

the Glories of this' World «which he had left be- 

hind bm. And did -we but-daily in our 

Thoughts and 'Meditations aſcend up to 

Heaven, and fix them there, ſo infinitely great 

are the Bliſs and Glories of that place,above all 

the faint and dim ſhews and appearances of 

Happineſs here below, that we could not but 

be luffciently forufied againſt the fierceſt bat- 
reries of all worldly' Temprations. 

- 4. Laſtly, ler us alwavs: ſer before our 

© Eyes the moſt perfect Example of our Lord, 

_ the Captain of '0ur' Salvation, who'thimfelf vi- 

. Rorioully triumphe ever all his 'and our Ene- 

ds fo mies; 
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mies ; and thc holy, tho' leſs perfect. one, of 
all choſe Armies' of Saints that are gone be- 
fore us, who alſo were more. than Conquerors 
thro” Chriſt that ſlrengthned them. | 

'T might produce a Cloud of Witneſles both 
in former and latter Ages. Give me leave to 
name; with the profoundeft Duty, our late 
Glorions QUEEN of Bleſſed Memory, our 
late learned and incomparable Primate, and 
to theſe now add a Third of equal Eminen- 
cy in Goodneſs and works of Piety, the Great. 
Man before us, His Grace WILLIAM Duke 
of BEDFORD; one whom we all knew, 
who lived many Years amongſt us, and there- 
fore I hope his Example will never be for- 
gotten, but make the deeper and more laſt- 
ing Impreſſions upon our Minds, An Illuftri- 
ous Example indeed, yet made the. brighter 
by ſhining in a dark Place, in a looſe and 
degenerate Age, where Greatneſs and Good- 
nels ſo ſeldom meet together. 

I ſhall nothere take notice of the Noble- 
neſs of his Extraction, and the Greatneſs of 
his Deſcent ; nor travel the many Ages back 
in the leafs of Time, to diſcover the Spring 
of this very ancient and renowned Family : 
[Theſearelittlerhings,notto be named —_ the 
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admirable Endowments of his Mind, and the 
manifold Gifts of the Holy Spirit wherewith: 
his Soul was adorn'd. 

Who can ſufficiently admire or fully imi- 
tate the Sweetneſs of his Temper, and the 
Benignity of his Nature? The Greatneſs of 
his Birth made him the more humble; the 
Height of his Condition did not exalt his 
Mind ; there was nothing of Pride and Fa- 
ftidiouſneſs in his Converſation, 'twas all Con- 
deſcenſion without being mean and cheap. 
That Man had a great deal of Demerit in hin 
indeed,that was wholy refus'd admittance into- 
his Preſence, and none ever went uneafie 
out of it, whoſe Requeſts were reaſonable, 
and their Perſons not unworthy : Nothing 
but Sin had his Frown, the good Actions of 
Men had his Praiſe, their Weakneſs his Ex- 
auſe, their Aﬀictions his Pity, and their Di- 
Rreſſes his Succour. 

His Piety towards God was ſincere and un- 
affected; his Devotions in the Cloſer, daily ; 
in Publick, conſtant, uniform and regular ; 
He had indeed a charitable Opinion of all 

ood Men who did not come up in all Points 
co. the Church of England, buc.he;utterly diſ- 
Lk'd Schiſm and Separation; his Religion 


was 
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was inward, in Reality and Subſtance, not 
plac'd in Externals.; He was very much for 
Unity and Peace in the Church, 'but his O- 
pinion was, that they might be preſerv'd by 
a mutual forbearance in matters of Ceremo- 
ny, without a rigid Impoſition of them ; and 
he was wont to fay, That he thought it c- 
-qually ſuperſtitious, to ſhew too much zeal 
either for or againſt them. But whilſt 'He 
made known his Moderation unto all men, and be- 
ſtowed his Favours too upon many whom he 
Jjudg'd conſcientious, tho' of a different Per- 
{waſion, He ever in his Practice kept cloſe 
to the Church -of England. You might .ſ{ce 
him, unleſs prevented by Sickneſs or other 
neceſſary Occaſion, every Lord's Day at 
Church, and there behaving himſelf with the 
greateſt Devotion, ſtrifteſt Attention, and 
humbleſt Reverence, eſpecially at the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, communicating — al- 
ways on his Knees, and with moſt ardent At- 
feftions, and ever expreſling a great Unea- 
fincſs and Diffatisfaction, when unexpected 
Accidents kept him (as He us'd very ſenſi- 
'bly ro call it) from the Food of his Soul. 
Here was the Family wherein not an Oach 
;nor a prophane Jeſt could be heard ; where 
TT OT O18 Sobriety 
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triumpht, and the Worſhip of God daily 
and devoutly perftorm'd, and ſo highly. con- 
ducive did He think the Publick Worſhip of 
God to be, for the Glory of God and Saiva- 
tion of, Souls, that He gave ſuch Orders for 
the Aﬀairs of his Family on the Lord's Day, 
that moſt of his Servants were at liberty time- 


ly to attend upon it, and none of them who-- 


ly let and hinder'd from it, The Concern al- 
ſo He had for God's Houſe, was anſwerable to 


the Veneration He had for his Worſhip ; He 


was always ready to promote any deſign for 
the erecting Chappels and Churches where 
there were none, and encreaſing the number 
of them where they were thin. In time of 
the Civil War, when every thing almoſt of 
Order,and Decency was call d Superſtition, 
as he was paſſing by where the poſleſt Soul- 
diers were pulling down part of a Church and 
the Ornaments of it, and ask'd of him to give 
them ſomething to encourage the Work, He 
ſaid to thoſe about him, My Father and T have 
built ſeveral Churches, and by the help of Gad 
I'll pull down none. 

His Beneficence and his Alms were of the 
lame. piece with his Piety ; He was never 


back- 
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backward to forgive, always ready to diſtri« 
bute ; his Charity, like that of God's, was 
univerſal, not confin'd to Sets and Parties, 
but flowing abundantly towards all men, yert 
diſcreetly plac'd and proportion'd, according 
as Mens needs and capacities preſented, giv- 
ing moſt where it was moſt wanted, and 
where it might be to the beſt purpoſes. - He 
loy'd good Chriſtians of what Denominati- 
on ſoever, many of which ſubſifted by his 
Bounty ; and for others, whoſe Vertue was 
ſuſpeed, and their Converſation of no good 
Report, whilſt he hated Hypocriſte and Vice, 
he reliev'd their Perſons, ſhewing himſelf a 
rue Friend to Mankind, and a Benefactor to 
the Human Nature. 

I need not mention that mighty Zeal He 
had for the Proteſtant Religion, for the Inte- 
reſt of his Country, its Laws and Liberties ; 
and his never-to-be-ſhaken Faith and Aﬀe- 
Etion to our invincible Monarch, who ſo ge- 
nerouſly, in ſpight of all Hazards and Op- 
poſitions, came over for the Reſcue and De- 
liverance of them. They are too flaming to 
be hid. In the late times of Difficulty and 
Perſecution He was a ſtrenuous Defender of 
them, and an hearty Supporter of thoſe who 
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ventur'd far in that Cauſe. The-Great Lord 
Ruſſel his Son»was a:Martyr,: and died* for 
them ; and it's no wonder that ſuch Heroick 
Actions begat in the Breaſts of all an ho- 
nourable eſteem of him, gain'd him the di- 
ſinguiſhing Love of his Prince, and the par- 
ticular Regard of Heaven. ; Sh 

The whole Nation, no doubt, are very 
ſenſible of this irreparable Loſs, and there's 
great reaſon for it, to the Peace and Welfare 
whereof He fo highly contributed, by his Coun- 
fel,by his Eſtate by his Example, by his Prayers, 
and by his Charity, the which are ſtil'd in Scri- 
pture Sacrifices, to ſignifie in a high degree 
their Acceptableneſs to 'God, and the great 
Power they have with him to avert Judg- 
ments, and .to draw down Bleſſings upon a 
Kingdom. . But the ſeveral Counties, o're 
which, under the King, He preſided, ought 
ro be moſt affected with it; who livd un- 
der the healing influences of his Care, and 
reapt+the fruit of his wiſe and ſteady Admi- 
niſtration: More eſpecially we of St. Paul's 
Covent-Garden, who, next to the infinite Good- 
neſs of God eur Maker, have receiv'd from 
him the Opportunities of worſhipping God, 
and of making-our ſelves eafie in this World, 


and happy in the other, Ir 
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| Ir-pleas'd God to bleſs him with a nume-. 


rous'Off-ſpring, and-that he liv'd to ſee his 


Ehildrer's:Children+to the third Generation; 


all in condition ſuitable to their Birth, - and 
highly belov'd and honourd for their -own 
and their Father's ſake. os 2 

His Servants have loſt the/beſt of 
the Poor a liberal Benefa&tot, che Church a 
bountiful Patron, the Government a potent 
Friend, and Religion a ſure Protector. - 

In the midſt of all, there is one -Confide- 
ration left, to alleviate our Sorrows and ſup. 
port our Minds; what is ours, the Nation's 
Loſs, is -his:infinite Gain : Therefore: while 
we feel and/bewail the heavy Diſpenſation, 
let us with our diſconſolate Thoughts mix 
thoſe-joytul ones of his Salvation. We may 
aveep for our ſelves, but.he's at reſt, above the 
reach of evil. 

It was his daily Prayer, that.next to the 
Pardon of his Sins, God would give him an 
caſte Paſſage; and God was pleas'd to hear 
his-Prayer.z never did any Perſon leave the 
'World with -greater inward. Peace, a more 
reſign d Mind, with leſs Struggle and Diſcom- 
have and with more alfar'd hopes of a 
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9 joyful ReſurreRion, tharf He did) His Larmp 
's oy Life, wasnot blown-qut ;- the:Oyl waſted 
by degrees,. and the Flame, werit>are 1 'Na- 
ture-was quite tired and ſpent, - and he:fell 
aſleep. But whilſt his Body ſleeps .in the 
Grave, his Soul is return'd to God that gave 
it, thereto receive the end- of his Faith, the 
fruits of. dis Picty and Chatity,. even. an. in-' 
corruptible Crown of Life and:Glory.: They 
do it ta obtain a corruptible Growng! but weian in- 
corruptible. e253 Hs to Timm 7.1 
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To the only wiſe God our Saviour, Father, 
Son: and Holy Ghoſt, be all Rraiſe and Glee 
19 both now: and for evermare. '.. | _. 


